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Zon TV: Trump’s team ripped up media landscape in less than a year 


By SCOTT DANCE 
The Baltimore Sun 


trash incinerator in South- 

west Baltimore is the city’s 

largest single source of air 

pollution. But a state law has nonethe- 

less allowed it to collect roughly $10 

million in subsidies over the past six 

years through a program intended to 
promote green energy. 

Few commuters who pass the im- 
posing white smokestack on Interstate 
95 have any idea that the plant burns 
their household waste, that their elec- 
tric bills help to maintain it, or that it 
releases thousands of pounds of green- 
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A top polluter 
counts as ‘green’ 


Wheelabrator incinerator burns trash for power 
while releasing toxic substances into the air 


house gases and toxic substances — 
carbon dioxide, hydrochloric acid, 
formaldehyde among them — into the 
air every year. 

Wheelabrator Baltimore gets the 
subsidies because lawmakers agreed in 
2011 to classify trash as one of the most 
environmentally friendly sources of 
renewable power, on par with wind 
energy. 

The waste-to-energy industry 
helped write the legislation that 
awarded it the coveted renewable label 
that qualifies incinerators for the 
subsidies. Maryland is one of fewer 
than a dozen states to reward trash- 
See INCINERATOR, page 18 
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The Wheelabrator Baltimore incinera- 
tor processes up to 2,250 tons of 
post-recycled waste daily. 
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Rapper Butch Dawson has fond memories of the Bell Foundry, which housed artists and hosted live performances before it was closed 


for safety violations. 


“It was a true safe space in the center of the arts scene. It couldn’t have been any better than that,” he says. 


Artistic frustrations 


After closing of Bell Foundry, city’s arts scene remains in flux 


By WESLEY CASE 
The Baltimore Sun 


When Butch Dawson walks by the 
former Bell Foundry, the vacant, 13,000- 
square-foot building the Baltimore rapper 
once called home, he often stops, just 
momentarily. 

“T look up, and look inside the windows, 


and get this weird nostalgia” said the 
24-year-old West Baltimore man. “There 
was no negative energy. It was a true safe 
space in the center of the arts scene. It 
couldn’t have been any better than that.” 
The former industrial building on North 
Calvert Street housed dozens of artists of 
varying backgrounds and practices, and 
regularly hosted unsanctioned live per- 


formances, fostering a free-spirited and 
supportive community that enlivened the 
Station North arts district. 

But then a fire last December at a similar 
space in Oakland, Calif., killed 36. Within 
days, Baltimore fire and housing officials 
received a tip about the Bell Foundry. They 
took a look, evicted the tenants and 
See ARTISTS, page 14 
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Theft 


case 
offered 
a clue 


Task force officer 
was linked to probe 
of missing $11,000 


By JUSTIN FENTON 
The Baltimore Sun 


Baltimore Police Detective Jemell Rayam 
has pleaded guilty in federal court to years 
of robbing suspects and civilians as a 
member of the department’s Gun Trace 
Task Force. 

But before he was promoted to that elite 
unit — and years before the crimes for 
which he has pleaded guilty to federal 
racketeering charges — Rayam was caught 
in an internal affairs investigation of the 
same sort of allegations. 

A Baltimore man reported in 2009 that 
officers had taken $1,000 from him during 
a traffic stop near downtown, confidential 
internal affairs records obtained by The 
Baltimore Sun show. Rayam acknowledged 
to internal affairs investigators that he took 
part in the stop, but claimed that he didn’t 
know Michael Sylvester, 
the officer who was ac- 
cused of taking the mon- 
ey. 
Rayam would later ad- 
mit to investigators that 
the officer was a class- 
mate and friend from the 
police academy, the re- 
cords show. Cellphone 
records showed the pair 
had communicated 
nearly 500 times in a four-month period 
around the alleged theft, including 34 times 
on the day — as well as before and after the 
internal affairs interview where Rayam 
denied knowing Sylvester. 

Sylvester, the target of the investigation, 
would agree to resign in lieu of termination. 
Rayam, charged internally with making a 
false statement, would be cleared by a 
police trial board, returned to duty and 
promoted. 

But the allegations from June 2009, and 
their similarity to the more recent crimes 
for which Rayam has pleaded guilty, raise 
new questions about the ability of the 
Baltimore Police Department to police 
itself, and about its controls for preventing 
the promotion of problem officers. 

Rayam is one of eight members of the 
Gun Trace Task Force indicted this year on 
racketeering charges. They are accused of 
shaking down criminal suspects and inno- 
See RAYAM, page 10 
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SUMMARY OF THE NEWS 


MARYLAND 


CHURCH SUES COUNTY: A Presbyterian 
church in Hunt Valley has filed a federal lawsuit 
against Baltimore County government over its 
development regulations for houses of worship. 
The lawsuit is the fourth this year filed against 
the county by a religious organization over 
land-use issues. NEWS PG 2 
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NATION & WORLD 


CALIFORNIA WILDFIRE SPREADS: Residents 
piled into cars and fled Saturday as surging winds 
drove one of the biggest fires in California’s 
history toward the wealthy coastal enclave of 
Montecito and neighboring Summerland on the 
outskirts of Santa Barbara, northwest of Los 
Angeles. NEWS PG12 
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TODAY’S WEATHER 
PARTLY SUNNY 
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Cloudy on Monday SPORTS PG 10 
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F L U S H OTS Always Fast Tracked 


Patient First 


Twenty- Two MARYLAND Medical Centers 


Walk in and get your flu shot with little or no wait. Open 365 
days a year, 8 am to 10 pm, including weekends and all 


holidays. No appointment is needed. With most insurance 


plans, there is no cost to you. 


